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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met af 3 o'clock
p.m., pursuant to proclamation, which
was read by the (lerk of TParliaments
{(Mr, G. F. Hillman).

The President took the Chair.

The PRESIDENT: Mou. members,
His Excellency will, at a fature time, de-
clare the cause of hix calling Parliament
together.

NEW JMEMBERS,

The following wembers, elected since
the prorogation, then took and subscribed
the oath of allemance and signed the
members’ roll:—Hon, . (. Jenkins.
Metropolitan  ’rovince; Hon. B, M
Clarke, South-West Provinee; Hon. .J. W,
Kirwan, South Province; Hon. J. F.
Allen, West Provinee; Hon. (. T". Bax-

(R

ter, l2ast Province; Hon. H, Carson, Cen-
tral Province; Hon. .J. Duffell, Metropoli-
tan-Suburban  Provinee; Hon. J, J,
Holmes, North Provinee; Hon, H. Mil-
lington, North-East Provinee,

The return to the writ for the Soulh-
East Province, showing that Hon, C. A.
Piesse had been elected, was also pro-
duced by the Clerk.

THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
s lxcelleney  Major-CGeneral Sir
Harey Barron, K.CALGE, C.V.0., entered
the Coupeil Chamber af 316 pan.; and
the members of the Legislative Assembly

havinge  adse attended 1 the Chamber
obediently to summons, His Excelleney
wis pleased (o deliver the following

speech i—-

Mz, President and Honwurable lentlemen
of the Legisluative Council—

Mr. Speaker and CGentlemen of the Legis-
lative dssembly—

Since the termination of the last ses-
sion  of Parliament, opportunity was
taken by our Agent General in London,
the Hon. Sir Newton ). Moore, K.CM.G,,
tu revisit the Staie on the veeasion of his
commencing a further term of office as
our 1epresentative, i order to aequaint
himzell with {le progress of the State
sinee 1911,
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Since the close of last Session, the
position of Chief Justice became vacant
owing {o the retirement of Sir Henry
Packer. Mr, .Justiee Mcbilian was ele-
vated to the vacant position, and John
Alfred Northmore, leq., K.C., was ap-
pointed the third Puisne Judge of the
Supreme Court.

Satisfactory’ arrangemenis have been
concluded by which the banking aceounts
operated on by my advisers will be trans-
ferred io the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia.

The “system adopted by wmy advisers
of providing homes for workers con-
tinues to inerease in popularity. Over
1,000 homes have been erected within the
last two years, representing a capital
value of £427,000; whilst 322 homes have
been purchased, completed, or cleared of
existing mortgages, at a eost of approxi-
mately £100,000. Up io date 2,154 ap-
plications have been received for loans,
amounting to approximately £670,000.
Inguiries have heen received from various
Australian States, and from America and
Africa, eoncernintg this beneficent pro-
vision and ils administration.

Dhring the past season the ageregaie
praduetion  of eraps within the State
ghowed a record increase, furnishing fur-
ther evidence of the eapabilities of our
soil.

The most grafifying feature character-
ising the development of our agricultural
areas 15 thai there has been a very eon-
siderable increase in the amount of im-
provements effected on selected lands;
the inerease in the areas ringbarked,
cleared, fallowed, and otherwise improved
eonstituting a, record in the history of the
State.

Substantial increases are shown in the
exporf of wheat, flour, and frui, and ihe
opportunities for expansion in these aeti-
vities furnish an encouraging pnarantec
for all those who are engaged in these in-
dustries.

The record harvest has been handled
saceessfully and economically hy the Gov-
ernment railwayvs.

The relaying of the Great Sonthern
and  South-Western  railwavs  with
heavier rails has been completed, and

these works—which cnable locomolives
of greater tractive power to be used—
vontributed to the result just mentioned.
Two (housand nine hundred and sixiy-
geven miles of main line are now operated
by the Railway Department.

The {ramway svstem of Perth and
suburbs has been successfully operated
by the Railway Department, and will
disclose a satisfactory result for the vear.
The central power house al Bast Perth,
and other electrical works connected
lherewilh, are making sueh progress as
should enable power and light to be sup-
plied throughout the metropolitan area
by Janvary, 1915.

The prospecls of the great mineral
industry ave very euncouraging, the out-
put of gold for 1913 exceeding that of
the previons year by 31,385 fine ounces.
This increase is largely due to the re-
newed activity of the old fields of Yil-
garn and the Muareluson.

The total dividends paid by gold min-
ing companies last year amounled fo
£010,326, an inerease of £0,234 over the
previous year.

The ontpat of ecoal in quantity aud
value has been well maintained, eonsti-
futing a reeord for the Collie field.

Substantfial assistance is being given
by my advisers with a view to the re-
vival of the Phillips River field, while the
development of lead mining in the North-
ampton area is of a very gralifving na-
ture.

Under the Public Works Department

good progress has been made with the
large number of works in hand. Small
abattoirs at North Fremantle, represeni-
ing the first portion of what will ulfi-
mately be developed into large expurt
works, have been opened, and those now
in eourse of erection at Midland Junetion
will be completed in Angust uwext.
" Railway consiruction has beeu vigor-
ously earried on, and, in addition to those
lines handed over sinee lst July, 1913,
olher rnilways, involving a total of 290
miles will, it is anticipated, be handed
aver to the Railway Department by
December next. There will, at that date,
be a further 295 miles of railway in pro-
eess of sonstraction.
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Surveys of new railway lines totalling
378 miles have been authorised.

The three sawmills in the karri fovest
have heen duly eompleied, but, owing tu
the cancellation ol the original contract
by the Commonwealth Covernment, it has
been impossible to work the mills to their
full eapacity. In view of the latest com-
municalion from the Prime Minister it iz,
however, confidently anticipated that a
new agreement will be coneluded in the
near future,

My advisers have continued to give
special consideration to the requirements
of the Norih-West, with the result that
the buildings, jelties, and tramways gen-
erally are now in a good state of repair,
while water supplies have been extended
and improved.

The first portion of the machinery for
the State brickworks has been installed,
and bricks have been manufactured for
the erection of the Hoffman kiln. When
the kiln and the necessary machinery have
been completed, an ontput of 180,000
bricks per week c¢an be maintained.

The future of the meat trade in Aus-
tralia, and particularly mn this State, has
engaged the careful attention of my ad-
visers. ;

Plans are now being matured by which
the stock-raising industry in our Northern
distriets will receive encouragement with-
out endangering the interests of consum-
ers within the State.

Harbour improvements at Fremantle
are being actively proceeded  with.
Schemes for the improvement of the
harbours at Albany and Bunbury have
heen approved, and plans for Geraldton
are under consideration. A ecommence-
ment has been made at Albany, and the
work at Bunbury is to be undertaken
without delay, whilst a quarry for the
supply of stone for the breakwater at
QGeraldton has been located.

The-amalgamation of the waler sup-
plies under one Department has concen-
trated varied activities under this head.

In the metropolitan area the completion
of the reservoir at Mi. Eliza, with a
capacity of ten million pallons, and the
enlargement of many small mains, have

enabled the Department to meet the in-
creased requirements of the metropolitan
distriet.

The reservoir at Mt. Hawthorn is ap-
proaching completion, thus ensuring a
better serviee to the Northern suburbs.

The demands for water have made it
necessary o investigate other sources of
supply. in order to meei the needs of our
vapidly growing population.

Water mains from the Goldfields Water
Supply wmudertaking have been largely
extended in  the agrieultural distriets.

LThis is in addition te the large expendi-

ture involved in providing supplies to
settled areas not served by this scheme.

The completion of a service reservoir,
with a eapacity of ten million gallons,
at Kalgoorlie, ensares continuity of sup-
plies to this eentre.

A new pumping plant has been in-
stalled at Randalls, while at Ora Banda
and Meekafharra existing schemes bave
been further improved.

New and improved water supplies at
Albany, Geraldton, Roebourne, and Derby
have been brought into operation, while
projects for Katanning, Collie, and
Bridgetown are under investigation,

Four new filter beds at Burswood Ts-
land will shortly be in full operation,
with the resnlt that effeclive treatment
of the effluent Erom the septic tanks is
confidently anticipated.

The improvement in the Public Health
administration has shown very gratifying
results,

The death vate last year was the lowest
recorded in the Commonwealth and in
any country where statisties are regularly
kept.

The infantile mortality rate reached the
lowest on record in Western Australia,
and, indeed, the lowest of any State in the
Commonwealth.

The improved water supplies through-
out the State, the provision of pure milk
to the Children’s Hospital and Govern-
ment institutions, together with the ex-
tension of the sewerage system in the
metropolitan area, and further assistance
for the maintenence of children under
maternal care, are in no small measure
responsible for these happy results.
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The need tor properly trained midwives
will be mel by the ereclion of a maternity
hospital, whieh will be proeceded with at
an earlv date,

Substantial progress is heing made
with the erection of the consumptive sani-
torium al Woorolvo, and it is expected
that it will be open to receive patients
during October next.

My advisers lave approved of a grant
and suhsidy to assist in the establishment
ol a fund to provide finaneial aid to the
vietims of miners’ phihisis and their de-
pendants.  Legislation will be introducei
to creale a hoard for the management of
the fund.

The Tnebriates Aet has been put into
uperation, and sieps have been taken to
establish homes al Cottesloe and Whitby
Falls for the treatment of the victims of
aleohol.  They are also providing a home
for untortunate women afflicted with in-
ebriety. and have thus given full recogni-
tion to the testimony of modern secience
that drunkenness is a disease and not a
erime, and that the hospital and not the
mol is the proper place for its enre.

The number ot children in the schools
under the Edueafion Department con-
tinnes to increase rapidly, At the end
~of the first quarier of this vear the rolls
of the primary schools had nearly reaehed
43.000. There are now 163 schools apen.

The evening continuarion sehools have
srown very rapidiy, and are evidently
now mueh appreciated, The numbers of
students this year have nearly doubled.

A new secondary  school  has  been
upened at Kalgoorlie to serve the popula-
tion of the Eastern Goldfields.

The fees at the technical schools have
been abolished., and edueation is now
free from the kindergarien {o the Tni-
versity.

MUr. Speaker and Genflemen af the Leyis-
lative Assembly—

You will he asked to grant temporary
supplies for the requirements of the pub-
lic service during (e period which must
necessarily elapse between now and the
meeling of the next Parliament,

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen
of the Leyislative Council—

Mr. Spealer and Genilemen of the Legis-
Iatire .lssembly—

Amonyg the measures that will be sub-
mitted for yonr consideration will be
Bills deating with—

Constitutional reform;

Rights in natural waters, and the
irrigation and drainage of land;

Land Act Amendment;

Tnitiative and referendom;

Regulation of traffic,

You will further be asked to give au-
thority for the construction of rallway
lines from—

Esperance northwards;

Dwarda to Narrogin;

Kondinin to Merredin;
and lines to eonnect—

Lake Graee;

T.ake Pingarup; and

the Margaret River
with existing roilways.

1 now leave vou to vour labours, trust-
ing that. by the blessing of Divine Pro-
vidence, thex will prove of material ad-
vanlage to the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

the
the

The Governor ihen retired, and
President (Hon. H. Briges) took
Chair and read pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) laid on the Table reporis
and papers similar {o those presented by
AMinisters in the Legislative \ssesmbly.

BILL—ROAD CLOSUREL

The COLONTAL SECRETATRY (1on.
J. M. Threw): In order lo assert and
waintain the undonbted rights and privi-
lewes of this Hoeuse o initiale legislation,
T move. withont notice. for leave to in-
lroduce a Bill entitled ®An Aet for the
closing of certain Roads and Streels.”

Leave given: Bill julroduced, and read
a firet time
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OBITUARY—HON. R. W.
FATHER.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): Since we last met death
has removed one of our esteemed mem-
bers. The hon. Mr. Pennefather has
gone to his long rest. Mr. Pennefather
was for many years a member of Parlia-
ment; he was also a Minister of the
Crown, and he ably and conscientiously
discharged the duties of the varicus pnb-
lie positions which he filled. T think I
am quite safe in saying that, while a
member of this House, e earned the re-
speet and esteem of Lon. members; and
T desire, on behalf of members, to express
the deepest sympathy with the widow and
relatives of the dcceased gentleman. T
maove—-
That a letter of condelence be sent
by the Hon, the President to the widow
and family of the late Mr. Pennefather.
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM
{North): 1 have mueh pleasure in sup-
porting the motion, owing to the faet that
the deceased gentleman was a colleague
of mine, and represented that portion of
the State which T also have the honour to
represent. e was known to me for a
greal many years. He was a man who
conscientiously tried to carry out his duty
in all respeets.  Unfortunately he was
overtaken with bad health and, in eonse-
quenee, was unable to devote as much time
to his work as he would have liked, I
had the privilece of knowing him as a
member of the Forrest Government when
1 also was a member, He oceupied the
position of Attorney General with great
credit fo himself, and T have always re-
areifed that he never succeeded fo that
high position whieh nearly all members
of the legal profession desire to attain,
numely, a judgeship. T have mnch plea-
sure in supporting the motion.

Question put and
standing,

PENNE-

passed, members

CONDOLENCE--THE LATE
R. G. ARDAGH.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.

4. M. Drew): While the Honse has been

in recess, the hon, Mr. Ardaghk has sus-

MRS,

fained a bereavement in the loss of his
wife, and 1 have to offer him the sincere
condolences of myself and of hon, mem-
bers of this Chamber,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Firgt Day.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. Henry
MBriges) : EHis Excelleney the (Governor
has heen pleased to deliver a Speech, and
for the sake of accuracy a copy of the
Speech will he placed before each mem-
ber. '

‘Hon. TI. MTLLINGTON (North-
Cast) : I desire to move that the following
Address bhe presented to His Nxcelleney
the Governor in reply to the ¥peech he
has beet pleased to deliver to us:—

May it please your Ezcellency, We,
the Legisiative Council of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western Austra-
lig in Parliament assembled, beg to ex-
press our loyalty to our Most Gracious

Sovercign and lo thank yowr Excel-

lency for the Speech youhave been

pleased to deliver to Parliament.
In speaking to the subject matter con-
tained in the Speech delivered hyv His
Excellency it patvrally affords me much
pleasnre as a supporter of the present
Giovernment, whe are responsible for the
administration of the affairs of the State,
to denw attention {o the manner in which
the admunistration has heen cavried out,
amd to (e record of the present (iovern-
menf. T think those who have lislened
atlentively lo the Address delivered must
conclude thal every mlerest in the State
has heen attended to and that the various
departments have been efficiently and
faithfully administered. This is particu-
larly noticeable on aceount of the poliey
of the present Government in assuming
more and more of (he control of the
affairs of State. Nalurally this poliey
imvolves a considerable amount of worlk
on eacl department, The manner in
whielr those depariments liave earried out
their work is lo a certain extent set out
in the Speech, buf it would be impossible
in the time to eall altention to many
things Lhat have Deen done and which
have had a heneficial effect on the State.
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In the first place the success of the Work-
ers’ Homes Aect has been noted, together
with the efficiency of ils administration.
Already a thousand homes have been built
at a eost of £470,000. and over 2,000 ap-
plications have been received from those
desivons of taking advantage of the Aet.
1t is hardly necessary o make further
reference to this, as the manner in which
the mensnre is appreciated and taken ad-
vantage of is guile safficient. Tt will be
noticed that the agriculiyral industry of
_the State is still on the improve. To a
certain extent, of eourse, this is not alto-
gother within the control of the Lands
Depariment. At the same time there are
many advantages which have been ton-
ferred on the agriculturists by the pre-
gent Government, not only by the sym-
pathetie administration of the Lands De-
partment, but also by the assistance of
the Railways and of the Water Supply
Department. Fveryone will agree that
the agrienltural indusiry requires foster-
ing and should have the sympathy of
evervone in the State. Although T hap-
pen to represent a gold-mining conslitu-
eney, 1 am sure it is the wish of ajl mem-
bers that every encouragement should be
given to agriculture, as we recognise how
much depends upon it. At times com-
parisons have been instituted as to the
relative positions of the gold-mining and
the agrienllural industries. Tt is nof
necessary for me to refer to that Purther
than to affirm that the present Govern-
ment have carried ont their duties in this
respect.  The present Administration
have attended to the relaying of the Great
Southern and the Sounth-Western rail-
ways. This shows that the railways of the
State have not been allowed to drift into
disrepair, aud that the present Govern-
ment, althongh recognising the necessity
for economy in the Railway Department,
have at least seen that everything in eon-
neetion with the railroad and the rolling
stock are kept up to date instead of being
allowed to driff. I am pleased fo know
that the wmining industry is on the im-
prove. Some seem to consider that min-
ing in Western Anstralia, especially gold
mining, is on the down-grade. However,
it will have been noted in the Speech de-
livered that the eutnut of gold for 1913

is over 31,000 ozs. above that of the pre-
vious year. This fo a great extent is
owing to Lhe renewed output of the older
fields sueh as Yilgarn, places which had
previously been worked and had received
a temporary sel back. When we notice
that voldfields have heen renewed. nalur-
ally we look tor a reason therefor. and
[ have no hesitation in saying thai this is
To a greal exient due {o ihe assistance
ziven by the present Administration. as-
sistance in the shape of water supplies
and olher facilities. It is due lo this that
some ot the older goldfields have received
a new lease of life, and it is on that ae-
connt that the output is now on the up-
erade. T nn sure even (hose who think
they have not much interest in the gold
mining of the State will he prepared to
enncede that the increase in the yield is
wralifying to everyone and means a great
deal to those who are directly interested
in the prosperity of the industry, I
have already said there are those who are
inelined to draw eomparisons hetween the
mining and the agrieultural industries,
and inclined to belittle the importance of
the gold-mining industry.  Although a
representalive of a goldfields constifuency
T have no wish lo disparage the import-
ance of agriculture. At the same time
those engaged in agrieultural pursuits
have to realise lhat in point of produe-
tion the agriculiural industry is not of
the same importanee as the gold-mining
mdnstry, 1f ever it is to be of the same
imporiance T hope it will mean, net that
the gold-mining industry deelines until
coming on a level with the present output
of the agricultural industry, but that ihe
oulput of the agricultural industry will
come up to the level of that of gold min-
ing. I hope the agriculbural industry will
eome up to the importance of the gold-
mining industry and that there will not be
a levelling down of the gold-mining in-
dustry, but a levelling up of the agricul-
taral industry to a point of equal im-
portance with the gold-mining industry.
This. to a great extent, is a matter of ad-
ministration, I notice also a very en-
couraging report in conneetion with the
liealth Department.  This, amain, is a
matter which every respensible Govern-
ment must consider of the mosl serioms
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mmportance. Those whe realize the im-
portance of this will give the present Ad-
ministration credit for the report which
they have been able to place before mem-
bers, which shows that the present death-
rale in the Stale is the lowest an reeord,
and aleo that the infantile mortality is
the lowest on record in the State, and that
the Sfate also holds the record for the
Commonwealith. This, 1 am suve, is satis-
faclory {o those responsible for the ad-
minisiration, and s a matter of congratu-
latiun to every elector in the Siate. Also
in regard to this, the present Administra-
tion have establiched a consumptive sani-
torivm at Wooroloo and are engaged in
the establishment of a fund to provide
financial assistanee to the victims of the
fell disease miner’s phthisis, and not only
lo the vietims thereof, but lo their de-
pendants also. As a represeniatiive of a
constitnency where this disease is partien-
larly prevalent, I must say it 1s wilh great
satisfaction that I notice the Government
intend taking this step and establishing
this fund for the relief of those who are
the unfortunatc vietims. It is, however.
difficult for those who do not ecome into con-
taet personally with tlus guestion to un-
derstand the gravity of the situation, bul
many members of the Government, who
have had personal experience and who are
aware what the position is in regard to
the unhealthy conditions which must pre-
vail in the working of the underground
mines af the deptl they ave at Kalgoorlie,
1 am sure uile vealise the gravity of the
position and would sce the nercessity for
supporting {he scheme in everv possible
way without nttempting to delay this
yuestion or the alleviation of the distress
dependent upon il.  This is a inatter
which could be enlarged upon fo & great
exfent, but I recognise that probably on
fulure oecasions when this and other mal-
ters have been dealt with we will be able
to deal more effectively with a question of
thiz description. The question of ednea-
tion 1s also one which would regnire a
congiderable amount of time to go tho-
roughly into. At the same lime the pre-
seni Govermmeni have esiablished free
education from the primary school to the
University, & matter which has been verv
largely advertired and one for which. T

maintain, the present Govermment should
receive every eredit. [ fhink the Address
which has been delivered this afternoon
by His Fxcellenev the Governor goes {o
prove that although the present Govern-
ment have nol heen sueressful. owing to
the ohstructive methods of this ("hamber,
in placing all the legislation they intended
upen he Statute Book, they have at least
establisled a record in regard to careful
and efficient adminisiration, which means
that ns far as lay in their power they have
done Lheir utmost to carry ot the wishes
of those to whom they are responsible. Tt
appears fo me thatl they have done about
as much as it was possible for them to do
considering that, where new legislation
was required or where some of the old
Acls required amending in order to effec-
lively put into force the poliey of the
party. though that could not be done, they
have at least done their nimost to keep
faitll with those to whom thevy were re-
sponsible.  So much for what the Govern-
ment have dore. We know now that it is
proposed to introduce certain measures,
one in ihe first place providing for con-
stitutional reform. Tt is not a verv long
intimation, running as it does into only
two words. T presume these are ominous.
wards. 1 think also that the hon, mem-
bers who were here last session must have
expected (hat the preseut Government
would ltave acled in the direction to which
these two words point, The nosition =o.
far as this Chamber was concerned was
hecoming tntolerable, Of eoumrce, so far
as T am coneerned. T ;un safe in referring
to this. At the same time, I cun assure
vou that, at the time, as an oulsider my-
self, it appeared fo me to be verv diffieult
for mere oulsiders to understand how it
was that a seetion of the community, at
least a Chamher vepresenting the com-
munity, considered that they were justi-
fied in ignoring what was undoubtedly a
mandate from the whale of the electors,.
or a very large wajority of the electors
of this State. The fime will come, un-
doubtedly. when this will have to he de-
cided—when we will see whether the great
majority of the electors of this State are
to have their ideas put into effeet in re-
zard to legislative enactments, or whether
a section of the compnuity is 1o lgnore.
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the wizhes of those who should have the
control of the lezislation of this State.
Theve are those here who dearly love a
precedent, These wlio consider this the
greatest of all arguments 7 would like
to veter 1o the Old Country, about whieh
we liear so muech, You will see that there,
where they are supposed o move slowly.
where here 15 nothing in the nature of
hasty legislalion. they have moved in the
direction which is indicaied by the veform
which i 1o he introduced by the present
Governmeni,  Now, it will he suflicient
time to discuss the method which the
Tovernpent propose to adopt when the
measure comes before the Chamber. At
the same time, il is to a cerlain exient,
perhaps, necessary io eall aftention to the
fact that the present Government are mn-
doubtedly jusiified in their intention to
move in this direction of constitutional
reform. T notice here a few old friends
or aequainiances from last session—old
arguainiances of vours, but new aequaint-
ances of mine in :this capaecity. In the
first place there is o measure here, the
Rights in Water and Trrigation Bill. This
is a measure which 1 think was eonsidered
from a non-party basis, or rather one
which could be considered by {lis Chame
ber on ils merits. At that {ime T am not
qnite sure what argumenis were used, but
as [ar as logie was concerued, if my re-
coilection serves tme vightly, 1 think the
argnments against the itroduetion of
this Bill were very weak, while the vote
at the time was particularly slvong, and
voles count in a place like this.  Fur-
ther, I believe there was o decided objee-
tion to some of these measures heing in-
troduced becauge it was thought at the
time there was not sulficient time allowed
for Lheir consideration. Y do not know
whether yon eould call it hasty legisla-
tion, 1f you have had time lo consider a
measare in one session and think over it
during the recess and you now find if in-
{roduced again.  You will have to find
some new form of argument than one
inlroduced on these lines, namely, that
we slall have aliempled to pass it in a
hasly manner. T (hink on this oceasion
this Bill will be considered on its merits
and hon. members will have ample op-
prortunity of awain passing their opinion

of the measure in that direction, and
later on they will have an opportunity
of justifying to the electors of the State
the attitude adopted in regard to it. T
notice also an intention to iniroduce a
Bill For the [nitiative aml Relerendum.
1 understand every member of this Cham-
her elaims to have demoeratie prineiples.
1§ =0, they will have an oppeortunity when
this Bill is heing discussed of saying
whether (heyv are nrepared lo trust the
people or whether they would rooner, as
al presentl. place the power in the hands
of a section of the community, Further,
all those who are ot leart demcerats will
have an opportunity of votiny tor this
and thus  showing,  whatever  their
opirions, that they ave quite prepared to
take the expres<ion of opinion of the ma-
Jority of the pevple of this Siate upon
any given question. Those who are not
prepared to place their reliance upon the
pevple will have an opportanity of say-
ing so and we will know wlere we are.
The Regulation of Traffic is also a mea-
sure which can easily be considered from
a nen-party point of view, bul which was
thrown out last session. You will have
an opportunity of again discussing this
measure, and liere again we will find the
same position ag we found in the Rights
in Water and Irrization measusre, namely
that of now having had time to consider
the measure, and will not be able to pet
rid of it mervely on the plea that it is in
the nature of hasty legislation. Now we
come to the matter of the econstruetion of
railways. T notice there are six ngrienl-
tural railwoys upon the Notice Paper.
There is one in particular (o which [ wish
to draw attention. ‘Iie others are no
doubi of importance to {heir particular
distriets, but 1 think if there has heen
one rajlway project which has been well
discussed aund advertised throughoul the
length and breadth of this State it is the
Espevanee railway, which naw becomes an
agricultural railway, heenuse it iz only
proposed to build it from Tsperance
northwards Lo serve that aerieultural
arven.  Although representing a goldfields
consfituency, 1 feel that T would not he
doing my duty if T did not accord this
my hearty support. T believe you will
find that although this comes within the
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calegory of au agrienliural railway, the
whele of the members of the Bastern
Goldfields in hoth Houses will be pre-
pared te support the measure You will
also have an opportunity of finding out
the attitude of the Country pariv in re-
gard to agricultural railways. 1 believe
they are pledged to support railways
which will be beneficial to the agricultural
districts, and therefore we look with con-
fidence to the new party to give their sup-
port in this respect. T helieve that the
leader and the deputv leader of the Coun-
try party will see that the full rarty vote
is in favour of this measure when it comes
before the Chamber. In respect to this
railway 7 would like to point ont that it
is of greater importanee than the other
agrieultural lines on aceount of the fact
that it will open uwp practieally a new
district: and that it is not so muneh in the
nature of an experiment as some of lhe
lines would be, beeause the agricultural
area which it will serve has already been
tested,  Therefore, the Government are
justified in intreducing this Bill and in
persisting in introdueing it nnfil it is
finally earried, as it munst be. Tn regard
to the other railways, they zo to prove
that the present Governmeni are anxious
in regard to all these agrienltural districts
in this State that such distriets should be
gerved hy vailways, and that it is their
poliev to continne construction in this re-
sppeel in every part of {he Sfale. With
the few rvemarks I have made T will con-
elude. T sincerely hope that the measures
which are to he infroduced hy the Cov-
erinnent will receive the earnest consid-
eration of all members of this Chamber.

Ton, J. CORNELL (South) : I rise to
second the wotion moved by my friend
Mr. Millington.  AMay I be permitted at
ihe oulset to offer my salntations to you:
AUr. President, on again seeing vou oceu-
pying your pogition as President of this
House, During recess a change has taken
place in the personnel of the Legislative
Council, and whether it will be for
weal or woe time alone will tell. Before
proceeding  with the subjeet-matter of
the Governor’s Speech I would like to
offer one or {wo remarks in regard to two
gentlemen who were formerly with us and
who are not now members of this Cham-

ber. [ vefer to the hou. Mr. Moss and
the hon. Mr. Davis, With Mr. Moss, who
was a political opponent of mine. in the
course of my eigtiteen months’ acquaint-
ance with him. [ formed a strong per-
sonal Triendship, and that gentleman’s
absence musi be regarded by all as a dis-
{inet loss. With regard to my friend Mr.
Davis, [ thiuk those who came into vontact
with him, even though they were politie-
ally opposzed 1n  him, beeame sirongly
endeared 1o him and [, and § am sure
many olhers, regret lhat he and Mr. Moss
are not with us now. Reference has been
made by the leader of the House to the
death of Mr. Permefather. That gentle-
utan’s ill-health prevenled my coming into
very close contael with him on the floor
of this House, but as a boy I knew the
late Mr, Penncfather wher he was prae-
tising his profession in Vietoria. and I
always heard him well spoken of. T join
the leader of the llouse in the sentiment
he expressed (owards the lale member;
and 1 would like fo add also that for his
politieal sins and omissions the late Mr.
Pennefather will have less fo answer for

“thun many hon, members who are now in

this Chamber. 1 also desire to briefly
touch on the reference which was made by
{he leader of the ITouse to the death of
Mrs. R. (. Ardagh. T was aequainted
with fhat lady for a considerahle number
of veurs, and T s'rongly svmpathise with
the hon, Mr. Ardagh in the less he has
sustained, especially as he has been left
with o large family. Still. the hon. mem-
her can console himself wilh {lie know-
ledee that it is the end which inevitably
awatis us all.  There is yet another Lon.
member in this House to whom I weuld
like to make reference. an hon. member
whose illaess will prevent hin from at-
tending the deliberations of this Chamber
for a little while. I referto the Houn. C. A.
Piesze. T sineerely trust that he will very
soon bhe restored to health and that we
shall =ee himn in his place on the floor of
the Flouse. Thonrh a politiéal opponent
of mine [ have the highest regard for that
gentleman, The fine at my disposal this
afternoon is limited, but with the indul-
wenee of the House T will digress some-
what from matler= which are contained in
the Governor's Speech. T would like, first
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of #ll, to refer to come of the features of
the rceent elections and the advent into
this  Chamber of the Country parly.
Since last session a new sphere has been
created in this Jouse, It has always
been beld by hon, members politieally of-
posed (o me thut there were no parties in
this 1lonse, bhut 1 would like to tell hon.
members of the Country party that they
will discover, as [ have discovered. that
that utterance is just about on a par wilh
the osirich which buries its head in the
sand and believes iself whelly concealed
from view. DPersonally T think Ihat the
Country party is simply another joint on
the table of the Jiberal party, bul I hope
that the opinion which I have formed of
that party is not eorrect. I have taken a
eonsiderable interest in its formation and
in its doings. and there is no question
ahout ils latest action in regard to Fed-
eral politics.  The action of fhat party
concerniug the Dampier seat must lead
one to helieve thal it is only a small joint
urt the fable of the Liberals.

Hon. 1. Duffell: You, got thal out of
lhe lorier,

Hen, J. CORNELL: T would like to
remiiid the hon. member that new mem-
bers shoukl be heard in silerce, and T
worthl =ay thal if he desires that (he conr-
tesy which he expects shall he extended
to him he will hold his pence. With re-
gard to the Country party., T will give
them tlie benefit <f the doubl, and T will
Indge them hy their altitude in this
Hause. T shall appeal to themn to support
a deeeniralisation poliey whiel. has been
nhsent ever since the iniroduclion of re-
sponsible Goverriment in Weslern Aus-
fralta. T the Country parly zre suceess-
ful in this direction they will prove that
they are not the joinl to whieh T have
referred. There is anoiber matter whieh
appeals 1o me in connection with the
North Provinee election, and it was amus-
inz to discover the amount of ferocity
which existed in the ranks of Liberalism
over that conlest, Anyone who has taken
the trouble to read the speeches of three
of the eandidates who contested the North
Province seat must come to the conclusion
that those three candidates were not only
prepared to destroy one another but to
almost devour one another. T am wot

Scoteh and therefore T possess a certain
amount of hnmour, and [ saw the humor-
ous side of that contest. There is another
matter which is not coniained in the
Speeeh, and tv which 1 desire to refer
briefly. and it is 1 matter that concerns
not only myself but a great majority of
the people of the metropolis. and also a
majority of the people of ihe State, I
refer fo the reeent industrial tronble. We
have had in TPerih recently one of the
aravest erises whieh has ever been experi-
enced, and it had 1ls hasis on one
point. The position—and T am not going
to quibble—was brought about by the
carpenters making a ecertain  demand.
That demand was that preference fto
unionists should be granted. To gain
{hal the carpeniers siruck, and in retalia-
tion the employers locked ont other em-
plovees and closed down the whole of the
timher yards in {th~ melrapolitan area. 1
say lhat the attilude of the employers
was as much a Jock-out as the attitude of
the carpenters was a strike. T say that
thi= ouse is respongible for that recent
indisirial irouble. and that is a areat
charoe o make. T two sessions of this
present Parlinment this Honse has had
referred to it hy the Legislative Assembly,
supporled by (he united voice of the eom-
munity, the mamdate fo grant preference
{0 unionists.  This Tlouse had the oppor-
tunity on (wo oecasions of granting pref-
erenee (v unionisis.  In 1911 the amend-
ing Coneilintion and Avbitration Bill pro-
vided that preference =hould be granted
to nnionizts. and in 1912 a Rill eontaining
a =iinilar proviso was sent (o this Chane-
ber. Tl was rejecled hy this Chamber on
hoth aeeasions, and the other place went
so far as to  allow the unreserved
right of granting preference to union-

ists af discrelion of flhe Arbitea-
tion Court. The same applies to-day

under the Federal Arbitration Aet, hut
this House turned down the proposition,
and that heing the case there was nothing
left for the workmen recently bhut to
strike. T favonr law as against foree
but when this Cihamber is given the op-
portunity of providing the means for the
settlement of these difficulties which have
cropped up for vears and must erop up
in the future. and persists in turning
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down the proposnls of fhe (Government,
ohe eannot but eonclude that fovee is fay-
onred as against law and order. Another
aspect whieh has been brought into this
question was that the objeet of Millar's
men in siriking was to angment the vole
of the Labour party. To that I give an
emphatic denial. We want men and
women who are prepared to meet their
obligations, and that is provided for in
the Con:iliation and Arbitration | Aet,
which sets forth that to avail vourself of
it vou must be a registered union, and
then you are called upon to mainiain an
existing ctandard of living and wages,
and also to effect improvements. Persons
who will not subseribe their just amounts
towards law as amainst force are not an
asset to our movement, though they may
be an asset lo other movements, and the
other movements can have them. T will
now allnde fo the Governor’s Speech.
With regard to the workers’ homes, the
attitnde ndopted by the Seaddan Govern-
men| in passing the Workers' Homes Act
was claimed, during Mr, Allen’s campaign
by the supporters of that gentleman, as
a Liberal measnre. That statute, how-
ever. will siand as a monument to the
Seaddan Government, T do not desirve to
go into fignres relating to workers’ homes,
as Mr. Millingten has referred to them,
Iwi  there are hon. members lere
who,  were they  eandid  enough,
would admit  that had they known
the  wur  was  loaded they wounld
have voled against (he proposition.
The hon. Mr. Colebalel, during the eonrse
of his remarks on the first Address-in-
Reply which 1. as a member of this

Chamber listened to, drew a very lurid

picture of n three-roomed house having
no place for the baby. In fact he en-
larwed on it. The picture was enlarged
from ecabinet size to something higger.
hnt the tenor of his remarks was that
there was no place for the baby, and he
referrved to three-roomed liouses in which
the workers would spend week-end holi-
days.  The hon. Mr. Kingsmill also re-
ferred to the workers’ homes scheme and
objected that all of them would be buill
the same. The administration of the
Workers’ IHomes Act has conclusively
proved that on that oecasion both the

hon. Mr. Colebateh and the
Kingsmill were wrong.

Hon. H, P. Colebateh: [ referred only
to those under leasehold.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am referring
only to those under leasehold.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Oh no!

Hon. J. CORNELL: I have one under
ihe leasehold system and 1 have room for
the baby and for another one, too. The
leasehold homes erected by the Workers”
Homes Board are a credit to themn and
they are mote than comparable with
some of the jerry-built tenements which
are being ervected by landlerds in the
meiropolitan area at the present fime..
The only aceusation urged against them
now is that they are too good for the
workers. I have heard the old story
to the effect that nothing is too geod for-
the Irish and 1 will carry it further and
say that nothing is too good for the
workers, Hon. members will be at a loss-
to condemn this portion of the (over-
nor's Speech at any inte. There is one-
phase of the leasehold system to which
T would like to refer. It is well known
that under the Workers’ Homes Act the
warker has the option of availing him-
self of either leasehold or freehold.
Therefore, he goes into it with his eyes
open. But the hon. Mr. Allen on the
hustings, while commending the Govern-
ment in eonnection with the Workers’
Homes Aet, did not agree with the prin-
ciple of leasehold and stated that, if
relurned, he would support legislation to-
give the present holders the freehold.

Hon, J. F. Allen: Hear, Lear!

Hon. J. CORNELL: T thank the hon.
member, but I do not want his support. I
do not desire to convert my leasehold inlo
freebold, It may bave been that thig
remark made by the hon. member to the
electors had the effect of pulling wool
over the eyes of those who had freehold
and throwing dust into the eyes of those:
who did not have it. When a man
enters into an obligation and does
so with his eves open, as in this
case, when he is at liberty to avail
himself of either the leasehold or
freehold conditions, it is ridieulous, hypo-
ceritieal and wrong to advise that man to

hon. Mr.
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return a certain candidate to Parliament
on the understanding that if he is re-
turned he will support the granting of the
fee simple. 1 desire to compliment the
Railway Department on the handling of
the wheat erop during the past season,
and 1 think i ean he safely said that the
work of the Departmeni in this respect
will ecompare more (han tavourably with
~imilar work done in any other State
Having lived in several other States, [
desire to pay a tribute to the railway
ofticials of Weslern Australia for their
work in Ihis eonnection during the pasi
season,  The tramwavs purchase measure,
which had a very rocky passage through
this House. and the sortie against which
was led by the hon, Mr. Colebateh——

Hon, W, Kingsmill; 1 wish 1 had led
it.

Hon, J. CORXNELL: The hon. Mr.
King=mill wishes he had led the attack.
Perhaps the hon. member has his re-elec-
tion in view or perhaps he may nof.
Speaking from my limited experience of
the frams as run under the framway com-
pany. 1 say that the service under the
Governmenr is infinitely better, and when
the new power house iz available next
year there must of necessity he a resultani
improvement in the tramway faeilities.
The purehase of (he iramways will be
anolher monument to the Seaddan Gov.
cornment and will be viewed as such by
poslerity.  The mining industry  iuter-
esls me considerably and it must he pleas-
ing te all of us. even thongh we may
disagree politieally, that the gold pro-
duction i3 on the inerease, There ave
pessimists in this State who shing mud.
and amnong them are men who have made
their money out of the mining industry,
and have since dissociated (hemselves
from it, There are such men who say
that the indusiry is declining. I ¢on-
tend that a man who has made his money
out of the mining indusivy, and who
states that the production is on the de-

cline, deserves very liltle consideration

from any seclion of the community. The
firures have proved that the produclion
is noi on the decline, hut, on the other
hand, is inereasing. T hope that the pro-
duction of the mines will inerease still

have little doubt that it
| desire to refer to the en-
couragemeni which the mining industry
has received trom ihe Government. 'The
present Administration have been respon-
zible for vestarting the smelters at Phil-
lips River. They have provided water-
works at Ora Banda. Randalls, Marvel
Loch,  and  Meekathavra, and in. many
other parts of the State, and, whalever
may be the fate of the Seaddan Govern-
meni—! have a fairly zood idea of what
it will be--1 am confident that whoever
have the temerity lo oppose Government
supporters in the gold mining eonstilu-
encies will help 1o wipe off the deficit of
the State to ihe extent of the amount of
their depositz. The Governor's Speech
contains many matters relaling to publie
works  and, althoughh the Minister for
Works has been aecused by the Press of
being a promiser, it must he admitted
that lie has made good. | do not intend
to (ake up the time of the House hy
discussing the directions in which he has
made good. but the Minister has carried
ottt 2 svsiem of development which wil}
compare more than favourably with the
work of his predevessors in ofliee, In
regard to public works, | desire io refer
to the State sawmills,  The sawmills, like
the State butcher shops, have constituted
a peg un which hon, members have hung
their hats for a long time. but {he pey
did not mature until the advent of the
Cook Government in the Federal avena.
When the ("ook Government took oltice
onte of their first actions was to eaneel
the sleeper coutraet made with the Gov-
grnment of Wesiern Austrabin. This ac-

furiber, and 1
will do so.

tion ditl not rebound to their eredit. and

1w of opinion that they were actuated
only hy parly motives, and party bias.
The Government of fhis State retaliated
in the direction of curfailing the licenses
for the cutting of jarrah and so long as
the Cook Government, or their successors,
treat the Government of Western Aus-
tralia in this way, we have every right
to close down and prevent them from ex:
ploiting the jarrah forests of this State.
I do not desire to enler into any contro-
versy as regards the merits or demerils
of powellised karri, but 1 hold that we
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must aceept expert advice, and experis
have recommended the unse of powellised
karri. The Federal Royal Commission,
which was appointed to inguire into the
question of powellised timber, may not
report favourably upon it, but there is
such a thing as having made up one’s
mind heforehand. T have had a little ex-
perience of this sort of thing in eonnee-
tion with select committees appointed by
this Chamber; [ bave found that they
have made up their minds beforehand. T
think that lhe Federal Roval Commission
an powellised limber has done the same
and that it will bring i a report deroga-
lory to powellised karri for use as sleep-
ers.  The State brickworks, when in
working order, will, it is estimated, turn
oul 120000 Lricks per week. 'The pro-
duction of hricks is wrgently needed in
the building industry, especially in the
metropolitan area, and [ have every
reasor [o helieve thav, with the advent
of the Stale brickworks, there will be a
cvonziderable reduction in the price of
this material, whieh at the present time is
altogether exorbitant. This reduction will
prove heneficial to the workers of this
State hecause it is the policy of the. Gov-

erninent to supply their own needs first, -

and by doing so they must confer a boon
on ihe community in thus enabling honses
to be erected under the Workers’ Homes
Aet more cheaply, Another matter T
desire {o veler to is {hat of the saua-
forium at Wooroloo. [ vegret that the
majority of the patients who will vecupy
thig sanaiorinm will come from the dis-
triel 1 represent, and from other mininr
distrieis of (he State. The present Gov-
ermment are uol responsible for this.
Pasi Governments who would not attend
to the lives and health of the miners by
providing decent regulalions and inspee-
tion, us they should have done, are re-
sponsible for the great number of cases
of miners’ phthisis in this State. The
presenl (tovernment have been compelled
to come to the rescue. They have heen
compelled, as it were, to provide the am-
hulance at ihe bottom of the precipice, a
precipice ereated by previous Adminis-
trations.  Though T am not one who does
not believe in providing ambulances but

would rather favour the fencing off of
the precipice. The only thing that eonld
be done, after the preeipice had heen
ereaterd through no fault of ours, was to
bring lang an ambulance in order*’to
take care of those who did fail over. The
present Government propose to inlroduce
a scheme whereby finaneial support will
he extended to the vietims suffering from
miners’ phthisis -and o their wives and
families. This propoesal is o be com-
mended and my only regret is that the
mining eompanies have done absolutely
nolhing for such sufferers. When we eon-
sider that over 117 mitlion pounds worth
of gold has been won in.Western Aus-
tralia since 1884, and that over 24 mil-
lion pounds has heen distributed in divi-
dends. and that the only thing to whieh
we can point as an example of the philan-
throphy of the mining maguate is a
drinking fountain in Vietoria Park, Kal-

goorlie—

Hon. H, P, Colebateh: A water foun-
tain?

Hon. J. CORNELL : Yes. This is
the only ift by those who have
received 24 million pounds in divi-
dends, and 1 venture to say that it

will be their only legaey, judging by the
attitnde of the Comneil when an oppor-
tunity was afforded to give the miner
of this State whal he most needs, and the
anly thing whieh wili be of ulility to
him, namely the mines regulation meas-
ure. There 15 no reference in the Gover-
nor’s Spreech on this occasion to the Mines
Repulation Bill, beeause, 1 take it, time
is the essence of the contract this session.
But until the miner gets an up-to-date
Act he ean receive very little help, Yet
on the hustings we liad the hen. Mr.
Duifell Mindly saying that, while he was
desiraus of preserving the lives and
health of Ihe miners, he considered that
the Mines Regulation Bill contained pro-
visions which would have been prejn-
dicial Lo the industry.

Hon. J. Duffell: T did not say any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. J, CORNELT: The lion. member
18 reported in the West _Aluséralian ns
having used those words, and T have seen
no contradiction of them., I will provide
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the hon, member with a copy of the re-
port.

Hon. J. Duftell: Very well.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T would ask the
hon. member if he would place consider-
ation for the industry before considera-
tion for the lives and health of the men
employed in it.

Hon. J. Daffell: 1 will talk to yon
later on.

Hon, J. CORNELL: This is an in-
stance of some of the things which men,
new to the polilical arena, often do; they
walk in where angels fear to tread.
I know the hon. Mr, Duffell will have
the opportunity after the general elee-
tion—he will have no opportunity before,
becanse a Mines Regulation Bill is not
coming down—of stating on the floor of
the Flouse whether he is prepared to be
guided by those who know semething of
the industry; and unfortunaiely there are
very few hore that know anything of the
conditions of mining. e will have an
opportunily of saying whether he will be
guided by them or whether he will be
guided by the blind fetish of property and
of the inerements that accerue from the in-
dustry.  There is another monument that
has been erected ; and for the first time in
the history, T think, of the world, we have
free education from the kindergarten to
the university. Now, that is an achieve-
ment of which any Government must be
proud, and I am proud of the faet that
the Government with which I am identi-
fied have been successful in making eduea-
tion absolutely free, as I said, from the
kindergarten to the university. Now
there is a liltle matter which I would like
to refer to, and that is one that will pro-
bably be hurled at me and other hen,
mewbers with wlom T am associated —the
defeat of our eandidates and our party at
the recent election. I will admit that we
did not return candidates, but I do not
admit that we did not record votes; and
when the history is given, say, of four
years of the advance of the Labour party
in (his State, I think that in the very near
fulure we shall have some hon. members
turning and locking for and seeking the
love of the Labour party. The Laboar
party in 1910 for the first time seriously

tackled the Council. At that period 39,636
electors were on the Couneil roll. Three
provinees were contested by Labour, the
Metropolitan-Suburban  provinee, the
South, and ihe South-East, The Soath
province was won, and 2,593 votes were
polled by the Labour party, and 3443
were recorded against them. Contests oe-
enrred in the remaining provinces, other
than the North, in which 8,340 voles were
polled. The votes polled may be summed
up thus: Labour, 2,583; Liberal, 11,783;
pereeutage, 36.07. The Council was again
seriously tackled in 1912, when eight pro-

vinees were contested: Central, Rast,
Metropolitan, Metropolitan-Snburban,

North-Fast, South, South-East, and West.
The remainder were not eontested by any
party. The Central, North-Bast, and
South were won. There were 47,153 elec-
tors then on the roll, or an increase of
7,617. Labour polled 10,204, or an io-
crease of 7,611. Liberal polled 15,599
votes, an increase of 3,510, making a total
poll of 25,803. Therefore, it will be seen
that 3,810 electors who were on the roll
and did not vole in 1910, did so in 1912.
So that if the Labour parly has done
nothing else, it has woke up the peaeeful
serenity in which the average Tory elector
for the Legislative Couneil slumbered, and
it brought him to the poll. The Labour
vote has increased as I have pointed out,
and the percentage of effective votes re-
corded was 59.58. TFive provinces only
were coniested in 1914: the Central, the
Metropolilan-Suburban, the North-East,
the South-Kast, and the West, It was de-
cided not to contest the South Provinee—
although it had been won twice previously
—thereby assuring the Hon. Mr, Kirwan
a walk-over. The Metropolitan Province
was not contested. Now, in totting up the
votes T propose ta include Mr. IKirwan's
votes as votes that have baen polled for a
Labour candidate. and T do not think any
hon. member of this Chamber will dis-
pule that. ‘

Hon. H. P. Colebatch : Mr. Kirwan may
olyjeet.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T do not think Mr.
Kirwan will object either. There were
55,722 electors on the rolls, an increase
of 8,569, Labour polled 10,696 votes, still
increasing its strength; and the Liberal
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:and Counlry parties polled 17,681, The
perceniage was the highest on record,
60.22. Now, contrasl the figures of 1912
with those of 1912, and it will be seen
that with two less candidates 492 more
voles were polied, whereas the increased
votes recorded by the other two parlies
were only 2,262 on a roll ihat had been
angmented by 8569. A  generalisation
will show that in 1910 there were 39,536
electors on the voll. This had been in-
creased in 1914 by 16,186. TLabour in
1910 polled 2,593; in 1914 10,696, or an
inerease of 8,103. Liberal in 1910 polled
11,173. 1n 1914 the Liberal and Country
parties combined polled 17,681, an increase
of 6,078. It will, therefore, be seen that
despite the faci of Labour returming only
Mr. Millington—2Mr. Kirwan being elected
with the support of the Labour party—
that the Labour vote has inereased out of
all comparison to the Tiberal vote. It is
interesting to make a comparison of the
disirtbution of the seats and observe the
need for members of ihis Chamber fol-
lowing their ecolleagues in the Federal
House and introdueing preportional re-
presentation forthwith. If they were sin-
cere and honest, they would do so.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh; We have already
passed a mobhon in favour of it.

onr, J. CORNELL: We have passed a
motinn in favour of it, but passed ont the
Bill in favenr of it.  In 1910 Labhour got
only one member oil of 2,593, while Lib-
eral got eight members ont of 11,173, In
1012, under more equilable distribution,
Lahour wel three members oul of 10,204,
while Liberal got five out of 15,399, Tn
1914 we find, despite the fael that Tabhour
polled 10.696 voles, it returned only two
members, Mz, Millington aud Mr. Kirwan,
whereas the Liberal party, polling only
13,005 votes, zoi five members, and the
Conntry party, polling 4,533 voles. got
two members. Therefore, 1 say that it is
no eriterion of the strength that we are
in the eountry, to adduce the faet of our
depleted numbers in this Chamber. The
real explanafion of the situation lies in
the restricted nature of the franchise
under which the Legislative Couneil oper-
ates, and in the bad division of the pro-
vinces. We have the spectacle of Mr.
Davis and Mr. Sommerville polling very

nearly 6,000 voles in the Metropolitan
avca, and despite the fact of iheir doing
that the Metropolitan area having no re-
presentalion. I say it is aboub time that
some consideration was given to the un-
equal distribution of members of this
Chamber in comparison with the votes
polled at the elections, I desire now te
refer to the prospective portion of the
Governor's Speecl, and that is constitu-
tional reform. Well, if | know of any
institution that needs something either to
strengthen or to disorder its coustifution,
that instilution is this Council. An op-
portunity will be given to the Council to
deal. with the nquestion of eonstitutional
reform this session; and if the Conncil do
not denl with the question in a fair and
honourable manner, I, as a member of this
institalion, will not hesitate to tell the
people of Wesiern Australia my opinion
of the Council, and of its ideas as to how
the eountry should be run, and of the con-
stitution under whieh it works, I will
keep on telling them.

Hon. C. Sommers: The constant drip-
dripping of water will wear away a stone.

Hon. J, CORNELL: The hon. My, 8om-
mers savs ihal eonstant dripping of
waler wears away the hardest stone, Well,
then the hon. member will not want many
drops on him; he will reform. Does the
Conneil’s aection during the last fhree
vears warrant any alteration in the con-
stitution of this countrv? When we take
the fizures of three years’ Tiberal admini-
stration that preceded the present Gov-
ernmeni, and we find that the Taheral
Government introduced 172 measures, of
which 115 were passed and two were re-
jected by this Chamber, and then compare
that wiih three vears of the present Gov-
ernment and find thai out of 173 mea-
sures 122 were passed and 32 rejected by
the Couneil

Hon. W. Kingsmill: There was a lot
ol Ihrough.

Hon, J. CORNETLIL: There was a lot
gol. through, but the present Government
would rather have seen you and the hon.
members who supported you reject the
122 and lel the 32 get through. Amongst
the 32 that were rejected were measures
emhodying the principles and platform
on which the present (Fovernment went to
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ithe lustings, and this institution turned
everyone of them down. Some of them
thre Couneil did nol even lake the trouble
lo diseuss,  When this siory comes to be
tuld, well, | think that the people of this
Siate will give a wandale to the Assembly
to do something towards mending or end-
ing (he state of legislative chaos ihat in-
variably exists under the preseni. Consti-
fution; and if this Chamber will not bow
to the will of the people as expressed
through the voice of ihe people of this
Suate, then I say ihe present Government
have every right on behaif of the people
of Western Augtralin to appeal to the
authority whieh gave this country its con-
stitution, equally as the Commons of Brit-
ain appealed to ille Wing against the pre-
rogative of the Lords. Probably that will
be done, and I assure hon. members (hat
we are out for gore. You have got either
to miend or end your ways, or we will do
all that is absolotely possible to either
mend or end this Chamber and thereby
give expression to the will of the people
as expressed in the will of another place.
There is another litile remark that T think
would very well fit in, and it is a remark
made by the hon. Mr. Duflell in his pre-
election speeches.

Hon. ). Duitell: Oh!

Hou. J, CORYNELL: The lion, member
does not iike if.

Hon. J. Duffell: T do not mind it; you
can go on.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If you did not
mind it you would keep quiet. The hon.
member in speaking at Subiaco, T say.
and T say it advisedly, insulted 50,000
electors of this State. He referred to
50,000 electors of this Stale as the {ot-
sam and jetsam who represented ordin-
ary lite. As one who represented up
to the last two years, and who would
probably do so now if my creditors fore.
closed, the flotsain and jetsam Mr. Duf-
fell referred to, I ask if Ar. Duffell can
devise some ways and means to prevent
a floating population in this or any other
State; if so, then his brain capaecity is
stich that he has no right in this Cham-
ber, but should oceupy a higher sphere.
Mr. Duffell says it is no sin. But on the
hustings he approached it as if it were a

sin, I say the sin, if any, is with ihose
workers who voted for 3fr. Duffell at the
eleetions. With them 1 sympathise, be-
eause it his pre-eleetion speeches can be
accepted as an indieation of the love and
regard he has-for the working class, |
think they would he well rid ot him.
He now says lie has done more for the
workers lhan 1 have ever done. I have
done a little for them, but 1 never mount
the rostrum and say I have done ihis or
that for the workers, 1 sayv that if My,
Duflell has done one for the workers, he
has done five for himself and will eon-
tinue to do so in like proportion, There
are three hardy annuals which appear in
the prospective legislation. The Giov-
ernment have tried to plant one of them
twice, two of them three times, and one
of them four times: but every {iume the
Government have iried to plant these
annuals—I vefer to the Iniliative and
Referenduny, the Rights in Water and
Trrigation, the Fsperamee Railway, and
the Traffic Bills—every time ilhey have
tried to plant them this House has rooted
them up.

Hon., W. Kingsmill: There has been 1
frost.

Hon. J. CORNELL: And despite the
frost ihey have survived everyvthing, even
the hot air blown on them in this Cham-
ber, and they are just as hardy and
sirong as ever and will stand the close
serutiny. not only of this House, but of
the general public. An opportunity will
be given hon. members to pass the Initia-
tive and Referendum Bill, and L hope
some of the new mewbers will introdunce
into the second reading discussion a little
of the intellectual side of the guestion
and not augment that grand array of
bias which echaracterised the discussion
last year. The Rights in Water and Ir-
rigation Bill does not concern me, T do
not eare whether it is passed or uwot. I
have never spoken on the Bill, for I try
to restrain my speeches to subjects of
which T know something, and therefore
T did not speak on the measure. Bat T
voted Tor the Bill, because I thought it
was in the interests, not only of the
South-West., but of the State generally.
Hon. members will have an opportunity -
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of apain dealing with the Traftic Bill, and

¥ suppose the all-important question of
the Fremantle road will come on again,
together with the horrors and dangers
wlich the owners of motor ears are faced
with in driving over . The story will
probably be told of the working bee
which defied wind and weather and the
guxpels iu trying to repair the road. Bui,
as one who possesses no moltor car, it
does not concern me one iota. I do not
view the Traflic Bill from the point of
view of the Fremantle road, but from
the point of view of the whole State.
Thix ts the third time it bas been frotted
owt, and 1f hou. members do not agree
with it I hope the Minister for Works
will convey it fo the hothouse and give
"them slill another try at it later on.
There is among the projected legislalion
another ald friend, namely the FEsperance
Railway Bill. Since last session [ have
been through the Esperance distriet. 1
am not going to tell hon. members what
I saw or what I did not see; it is suffi-
cient that I should tell them T am per-
fectly satisfied that the Esperance dis-
{rict iz the equal and mare than the
egnal of many other agriculiural distriets
in the State. But I am convineed that
uutil such time as the railway is eou-
strueted it would be suicidal te enecour-
age people to grow wheat down there;
because under present conditions it costs
more o cart sced wheat, fertilisers and
the other necessities of the farmers than
thex could get for an average crop of
Iwelve bushels, so it is absolutely impos-
sible for 1them to successfully cultivate
the Esperance district. Again, 1 say
that My, Duffell on the hustings blindly
stated, with lis party bias, that if re-
furned he wonld oppose the Esperance
railway.

Hou. J. Dufteli: You

Hon. J. CORNELL:
wrong, T will withdraw,
member did not say i,
statement. When the
down I hope the hon. member will not
ontv speak his mind on it, but will make
himself conversant with the distriet. its
utility and its prospecls, and not view it
from the point of the Fremantle pier or

are wrong again.
Well, if T am
T hope the hoen.
and T acecept hiz
Bill does come

the overhearll bridge at Subiaco, auwd so
regard it as detrimental to the interests
aof the metropolitan area. 1 ask houn.
members !o he guided by the speaeches
atud reports whieh will be put forward in
Favour ot the lsperance line, and I o
perfeetly confident Lhat if they regard it
from that standpoint—which i3 the only
one it should he viewed from—the Ios-
sperance line will be an accomplished facl
next session.  This session must of neces-
gity be-a short one; the general elections
are coming on and the Government are
anxious to yet to the country. And why?
Because they can appeal to the eountry
confidently and with assured success.
So, if the session is prolonged, T will be
unkind enough to say that it is for one
reason only, namely, that those in Op-
position (o the Government are afraid to
go Lo the eountry hecause undoubtedly
they will come back with weakened
forees. I hope we will make greater pro-
gress this ression than we did last, and
as this is the only opportunity I will have
on the Address-in-Reply 1 say that T
will tnke o offence if hon. imernbers
spare .me no more than T have spared
them.

On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebatch,
debate adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,379,630.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hou.
J. M. Drew) moved

That so much of lhe Standing Orders
be suspended qs is necessary lo en-
able he Bill trainsmilted by Message
No, 1 to be taken Into consideration
aned passed through all its stages nal
une sifting.

Motion passed.

First Reading.
Bill received from the Legislalive As-
sembly and read a first time.

Second FReading.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hun.
J. M. Drew) mn moving the second read-
ing, =aid: This is the usuval Supply Bill



18 [COUNCIL.]

which appears with never-tuiling regu-
larity on the first day ot each session of
Parliament. The passing of last year's
Appropriation Act 2ave the Guvernment
supplies up till to-day. This Bill pro-
vides further “supplies until the end of
Augusl,  The measure requires o expla.
nation trom me. li is necessary in order
to enable the publie administration to he
carried an, to provide funds fur the eon?
tinuance of public works already a-
thorised by Parliamen! and to pay (the
salaries of civil servants and other Gov-
ernment employees, | move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a zecond tine.

fn Commitlee, elcetera.

Rill passed through Comwiitee withoui
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read n third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. AL Drew): I have given ihe malter of
adjournment ecareful consideration, and
come to the conelugion that it is advisable
we should proceed with 1he bnsiness dur-
ing the week, and not adjourn unlil next
Tuesiday. Members have come down from
the country, probably at greal inconveui-
ence. and 1 preswme (hey have come down
to work. Instead of moving for the ad-
jonrnment until Tuesday or Thursday
next, I propose to move that we adjonrn
unlil to-morrow. 1 therefore move—

That the Honsze do now adjourn.

Qnezijon passed.

House adjourned at 5.17 p.m.
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legisiative Assembly met at” 3
p.m., pursuant to proclamation by His
[Exeellency the Governor, whieh proelama-
tion was read by the Clerk (Mr. A. R.
Girant). The Speaker iocok the Chair.

ELECTION RETURN—
KALGOORLIE,

The Speaker announuced the reiurn to
a wril Issued for (he eleclion of a member
for Kalgoorlie, showing that Mr. George
MeLeod had been duly elecled.

Mr. MeLeod made and subscribed the
affirmation n lien of the oath of allegi-
anee and signed the roll.

Mr, Bpeaker and lon. wmembers, n
response to summons, proceeded to the
Legislative (ouneil Chamber to hear the
Giovernor's Speech in formally opening
the session of Parliament (vide Council
report anfe) and having returned to the
Legislative  Assembly  Chamber. the
Speaker resmned the Chair.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Memorandum of
agrevmeni hetween the Government of
Western Australia and the Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank of Australasia,
dated 30th June, 1914. 2, Workers’
Homes Aet. 1911, and Workers’ Homes
Ac¢l Amendment Act. 1912, amendments
to regulations and schedule. 3. Land
and Income Tax Assessment Aet, 1907,
amended regnlations.

Ry the Minister for Lands: }. Agri-
cultural Bank, report for vear ended 30th
June, 1913. 2, Tand Aet Amendment



